
Dear Chairman Smith and Members of the Board of Health:

I wanted to share information with you that I think is relevant to the current proposals for
Sheldon West and Sheldon Meadows.  I also cc’d the chairs of other boards as I think it is
important for all to be aware.

Given the information I have found, I find it very curious that the land in question passed the
perc test, especially that at 1139 West St.  I would like to hear more about these tests and how
the applicant plans to address the current soil situation on these properties beyond trucking in
tens of thousands of cubic yards of fill.  Covering over a problem doesn’t seem prudent.  I am
gravely concerned that a septic system failure will pose a major health risk to not only the
residents of the proposed SLC but to abutters and the city of Pawtucket’s water customers.

On a personal note, in the 12+ years I have lived in my home I have had the Department of
Public Works: Water Division visit twice to take water samples since 2010. The last visit was
November, 2020 when I learned that I was downstream from a  place where the sample tested
positive for E coli. Thankfully, my water was not contaminated and I am  grateful for the Water
Division to come and test. However, these experiences illustrate how tenuous our  water supply
can be.  In my opinion, adding more people to an area consisting primarily of wetlands and
swamp is a recipe for disaster. AND adding a septic system to a parcel of land that has soil not
conducive to supporting septic systems (and I worry even more that this is proposed as a
shared septic which has a higher failure rate even in the best of circumstances!) is very
concerning to me.

Below is a map taken from the most recent Soil Survey of Norfolk and Suffolk Counties,
Massachusetts printed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  It shows the type of soil found in
each area.  The boxed area is the 1130 West/20 Hancock properties.  Key points on the map
are labeled for reference.  The three soil types found found in the area are as follows:

Raynham silt loam (Ra)
Scarboro & Birdsall Soils (Sb)
Sudbury fine sandy loam (SuB)

Also below is text from the soil survey mentioned above.  Here is the link to where I found this
information: Soil Survey of Norfolk/Suffolk County.

Two of the three clearly state they are not conducive to septic system support.  And in the case
of the SuB soil, it is in fact a hazard.  Granted the applicant is touting that they are bringing in fill
to offset this situation but I can’t imagine that the soils that are already present will not in some
way impact the functioning of a septic system.  How could they not?  It is unreasonable to think
that soils won’t mix and mingle and that over time as settling occurs, this proposed septic
system won’t become a major health hazard.

http://nesoil.com/norfolk/index.htm


Thank you for taking the time to read through this information.  I apologize for the tiny font on
the screenshots of the soil information.  The link above will be most helpful.

Sincerely,
Janet M. Sozio
1171 West St.

Cc: Chairman McKnight; Planning Board
Chairman Immonen; Conservation Commission

MAP:



TEXT FROM SOIL SURVEY HANDBOOK


