
 

STRONG POINT ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS, INC. 

340 Manley Street Unit 2, West Bridgewater, Massachusetts 02379        tel (508) 682-0229 

September 19, 2022 
 

Conservation Commission 
Town of Wrentham 

79 South Street 

Wrentham, MA 02093 
 

RE: Request for Negative #3 Determination of Applicability for 115 Lafayette Avenue in Wrentham, MA 
 

Dear Agent and Members of the Commission, 
 

Strong Point Engineering Solutions, Inc. is pleased to submit this Request for Determination of 

Applicability (RDA) on behalf of our client, Mr. & Mrs. David and Joyce Wallace, for the above-referenced 
property. The project involves re-grading the rear yard of an approved single-family house, which is 

currently being constructed. The re-grading is necessary to ensure a useable and safe backyard for the 
homeowners on a very steeply sloped site. This RDA is being filed requesting a Negative #3 

Determination of Applicability from the Wrentham Conservation Commission for the proposed work. 

 
The subject lot varies in elevation from 233± ft. to 199± ft., with the high point at the lot’s southeast 

corner and the low point forming a bowl shape at the southwest corner. A portion of the property is 
located within an area identified as Buffer Zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) by the Wetland 

Protection Bylaw and Regulations of the Town of Wrentham. The boundaries of the BVW are fully outside 
the property lines of 115 Lafayette Avenue, and the BVW is located uphill of the proposed work area. 

Approximately one quarter (1/4) of the site is located within the 100 ft. BVW buffer zone. The proposed 

re-grading will have a footprint of 2,030± sq. ft. within the 100 ft. BVW buffer. 
 

The proposed work shown on the attached plan shall occur fully outside of the BVW and the 50 ft. No-
Touch BVW buffer. The 206 ft. elevation contour will be extended to the south for a more level yard area. 

The slope will then be regraded to a consistent 3:1 grade to the southwest. No new impervious surfaces 

are proposed as part of the site work. Proper erosion controls will be established outside of the 50 ft. 
BVW buffer to ensure that site work does not infringe upon the wetland resource areas offsite. The BVW 

is located uphill of the work area, so the proposed work is not anticipated to pose a risk of sedimentation 
to the wetland or 50 ft. BVW buffer. All proposed site work shall occur in previously disturbed existing 

lawn area, and no portion of the existing treeline will be altered.  

 
It is the opinion of this office that the proposed work will have no adverse impacts on the wetland 

resource areas on the site. The grading is necessary to fill a large depression in the yard that would 
otherwise result in a reduced useable yard area. All disturbances will be located outside of the 50 ft. No-

Touch BVW buffer and shall be limited in scope to the minimum extent practicable. No new impervious 
surfaces are proposed as part of the project. We respectfully request that this application for a Negative 

#3 Determination of Applicability be heard at the next available hearing of the Conservation Commission. 

 
If you have any questions or require further information, please feel free to contact the office at your 

earliest convenience at (508) 682-0229. 
 

Kind Regards, 

 
 

 
Eric Dias, P.E. 

President/Owner 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
Wrentham 
City/Town 

 A.  General Information 

Important:  
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab key 
to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 

1.  Applicant: 

David & Joyce Wallace 
Name 

joyce.wallace@comcast.net 
E-Mail Address  

115 Lafayette Avenue 
Mailing Address  

Wrentham 
City/Town 

MA 
State 

02093 
Zip Code 

(774) 571-0374 
Phone Number 

N/A 
Fax Number (if applicable) 

2.  Representative (if any): 

Strong Point Engineering Solutions, Inc. 
Firm 

 Eric Dias, P.E. 
Contact Name 

edias@strongpointengineering.com 
E-Mail Address  

 340 Manley Street, Unit 2 
Mailing Address 

 West Bridgewater 
City/Town 

MA 
State 

02379 
Zip Code 

 (508) 682-0229 
Phone Number 

N/A 
Fax Number (if applicable) 

  

 B. Determinations 

 1.  I request the  Wrentham Con. Com. 
Conservation Commission 

 make the following determination(s). Check any that apply:  

 
 a. whether the area depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced below is an area subject to 

jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act. 
 

 b. whether the boundaries of resource area(s) depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced 
below are accurately delineated. 

 
  c. whether the work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act.  

 
 d. whether the area and/or work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the jurisdiction 

of any municipal wetlands ordinance or bylaw of:  
 

Town of Wrentham 
Name of Municipality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  e. whether the following scope of alternatives is adequate for work in the Riverfront Area as 
depicted on referenced plan(s). 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
Wrentham 
City/Town 

 C. Project Description 

 
1. a.  Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this request): 

 115 Lafayette Avenue 
Street Address 

Wrentham 
City/Town 

 Map K-12 
Assessors Map/Plat Number 

Lot 5-24 
Parcel/Lot Number  

 
 b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary): 

  Single-family lot measuring 0.57± acres within an approved 92-unit residential subdivision. Lot 24 is 
comprised of partially forested upland with areas of BVW buffer zone to the south. BVW is located 
fully offsite to the south. Site is steeply sloped toward the southwest with a 34± ft. elevation change. 
Previous subdivision plans depicted erosion controls within portions of the 50-100 ft. BVW Buffer. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
c. Plan and/or Map Reference(s):   

 RDA for 115 Lafayette Avenue--RDA & Erosion Control Plan 
Title 

9/14/2022 
Date 

       
Title 

      
Date 

       
Title 

      
Date 

 2. a.  Work Description (use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of work, if necessary): 

  Proposed work is an extension to the previous subdivision limit of work within portions of the 50-100 
ft. BVW buffer zone. Approx. 2,030± sq. ft. of re-grading is necessary to fill a large depression in the yard 
that would otherwise result in a reduced useable yard area. All disturbances will be located outside of the 
50 ft. No-Touch BVW buffer and shall be limited in scope to the minimum extent practicable. No new 
impervious surfaces are proposed as part of the work. See attached cover letter. 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
Wrentham 
City/Town 

 C. Project Description (cont.) 

 
b.  Identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the applicant 
from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use additional paper, if 
necessary). 

 

  No work is proposed within the BVW or within the 50 ft. No Touch BVW buffer. All re-grading will be 
located on previously disturbed lawn areas and will be 62± feet away from the BVW boundary. All 
proposed work complies with the “Burden of Proof” of Massachusetts 310 CMR 10.03(a). 
   

   
            
 
   
 
                         

 

 

 

 3. a.  If this application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for work in the 
Riverfront Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project. 

 
   Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96 
 
   Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 
 
   Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 
 
  Project, other than a single-family house or public project, where the applicant owned the lot 

before 8/7/96 
 
  New agriculture or aquaculture project 
 
   Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96 
 
  Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded deed 

restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision 
 
  Residential subdivision; institutional, industrial, or commercial project 
 
  Municipal project 
 
  District, county, state, or federal government project 
 
  Project required to evaluate off-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an 

Environmental Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an 
application for a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality 
Certification from the Department of Environmental Protection. 

 
b. Provide evidence (e.g., record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the classification 
above (use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.)   
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Site Figures & FEMA FIRMette Map
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Town of Wrentham—Local Filing Fee 
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RDA Plan 
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