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RE:   Sheldon Meadow Senior Living Community (SLC) (20 Hancock Street) 
         Sheldon West Senior Living Community  (SLC) (1139 West Street) 
          
Dear Chair Immonen, Members of the Commission and Agent Luce: 

I am writing on behalf of myself and my wife Dyan Rook, 43-year residents of 1170 West 
Street, Sheldonville. We thank the Commission for its efforts to protect the residents of 
Wrentham from the potentially catastrophic consequences of what we think is, without 
question, the most inappropriate proposed development for given sites that we have ever 
seen in Wrentham.  I will confine my comments to issues raised at the Commission’s 
January 12, 2023. But with so much at stake in these applications, I respectfully request 
that Commission members give appropriate consideration to all relevant posted 
comments by abutters and other Wrentham residents, both to this Commission and to the 
Planning Board, all of which are part of the public record. 

     *   At the January 12, 2023 meeting, the applicant’s attorney Robert Buckley noted 
that the applicant had the same interest as the Town with respect to ensuring the quality 
and integrity of imported fill, because “failure to do so could result in liability for the 
property owner” (Meeting Tape 56:01 and 1:08:05). Mr. Buckley is correct. But I suggest 
to the Commission, as many abutters and neighbors have previously, that the larger issue 
is not who might be found legally liable, but rather who will actually pay for remediation 
and other damages resulting from unclean fill or other adverse project impacts. Who 
makes things whole and by what means? Given the location and sensitivity of the sites, 
those costs might be considerable. Mr. Buckley proposed that the applicant’s draft 
conditions be reviewed by the Pawtucket Water Supply Board (PWSB) to see if they 
were satisfactory to them. However, the affected parties include not only the PWSB, but 
the immediate abutters trying to protect the structural integrity of their homes and septic 
systems (not simply their “nice view”), any nearby Wrentham resident using well water 
(and you have heard those concerns from residents of Ellery Street and Sheldon Road,  
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 among others) and indeed the entire Town of Wrentham if the abutting optimal well site 
for the proposed West Wrentham Town Well is contaminated by unclean fill — especially 
if that fill contains “forever chemicals” that have been spread over two large sites  
with  documented high water tables. 
      What makes these applications so problematic to us is, in fact, the sensitive and I 
would say unique nature of the project sites. They are in the Wrentham Watershed 
Protection District and (although the applicant seems reluctant to admit it) the Aquifer 
Protection District. They abut the Flood Plain District and are already subject to frequent 
and increasing year-round flooding. They are surrounded by Wrentham residents  whose 
homes use private wells and septic systems. They abut the best and possibly only realistic 
site for the West Wrentham Town Well that we have been talking about for more than 
fifty years, and finally seem to be acting upon. And they impact the drinking water of 
130,000 people in Rhode Island. There is no room for error. I would not expect any 
Commission member to answer this publicly, but I ask you to think about this:  Unlike 
the landowner or the applicant’s presentation team, you live in Wrentham. You know the 
existing conditions year-round. You are familiar with previous applications and projects. 
Can you honestly think of a worse location in Wrentham for what is proposed? A location 
which impacts so many people? 
     Returning to the liability issue: These Notices of Intent were filed on April 22, 2022.  
On February 11, 2022), co-counsel of record for the applicant (Daniel J. Vieira) organized 
for Christopher Cahill two Massachusetts Limited Liability Companies (LLCs), one for 
each project — Sheldon Meadow, LLC and Sheldon West, LLC. The purpose of each 
LLC was “ownership, management and development of real property.” Mr. Cahill is the 
identified Manager of each LLC. 
       Why does one form a single-project Massachusetts LLC? The name says it all — to 
limit (and hopefully avoid completely) legal liability and its resulting financial 
consequences. Any financial recovery on a judgment of liability would ordinarily be 
limited to the assets of the LLC, which are usually kept as low as possible. It is perfectly 
legal and smart for the developer to do so. But this Commission should not assume that 
any determination of liability will produce enough money to pay for the consequences of 
what went wrong. A Massachusetts Assistant Attorney General for whom I once worked 
was fond of saying that a judgment of liability with no resulting financial recovery was 
just another piece of paper for the bottom of the bird cage.  
      Should this Commission issue Orders of Conditions, I hope it will take steps to ensure 
that the Town or its residents never have to pay for any damages caused by the applicant 
— perhaps by requiring surety bonds for a period of years, or other enforceable financial 
guarantees. On December 12, 2022, Mr. Buckley suggested (Meeting Tape 48:50) that he 
thought it would be unreasonable for the Town to take what he considered to be 
extraordinary measures to protect against something that had a “one in a million, one in 
ten million” chance of happening. If the applicant truly believes that these projects 
involve nothing more than scratch-ticket odds of something going wrong, I see no reason  
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why the applicant should object to financial guarantees ensuring that the Town and its 
residents will be made whole if something does go wrong. Unfortunately, the potential 
liability may extend not only to the applicant but to the Town, if the Town accepts 
responsibility for overseeing the monitoring and inspection of fill and the sites 
subsequently become contaminated with unclean fill. Mr. Buckley stated (Meeting Tape 
1:08:23) that “we could talk all night about hypotheticals. We are putting the science and 
the commitment behind what we say we’re going to do.” And, “We are committing that 
the fill brought into the site will be clean” (Meeting Tape 0:55:30). That is good. But let 
the applicant back up that commitment with appropriate and enforceable financial 
guarantees so the Town and the abutters are not on the hook if something does go wrong. 
         
     *   Further on the issue of fill to be trucked into the sites:  I would first ask the 
Commission to consider that the figure of 4,200 truckloads that has been discussed at 
Planning Board and Conservation Commission meetings is an applicant estimate made 
several months ago. My experience has been that applicants often estimate such numbers 
on the low side. The actual number could be considerably higher (and is unlikely to be 
lower), depending upon the mix of trucks used and the need to address both conditions of 
approval and conditions encountered during construction, such as erosion from flooding. 
Unless the applicant is willing to agree as a condition of approval to limits on the number 
of trucks or the total amount of fill to be trucked in (which could never effectively be 
enforced in any event), it would be prudent for the Commission to assume that there 
might be significantly more than 4,200 truckloads. And that relates to the “risk” as 
pointed out by Chair Immonen on January 12, 2023:  the more truckloads, the higher the 
likelihood that some or many may contain contaminants, possibly “forever chemicals,” 
whether intentionally or by accident. Even by the applicant’s likely conservative estimate, 
there are at least 4,200 chances for something to go wrong.  
      Both this Commission and the Planning Board have commented that this amount of 
outside fill appears to be unprecedented for any project in Wrentham. It was incorrect for 
Mr. Buckley to compare this (Meeting Tape 1:07:04) to the relatively insignificant 
amount of fill brought in whenever the Town of Wrentham reconstructs a roadbed. 
Wrentham makes sure that its accepted roads are not built in resource areas already prone 
to flooding. And a Town road is a necessary public benefit, unlike these for-profit 
projects. The comparison makes no sense. 
     When Chair Immonen inquired of the applicant how much sampling would be 
necessary or appropriate, Mr. Buckley’s response (Meeting Tape 48:31) was, “We can 
debate how many angels dance on the head of a pin.” He then suggested (above) that the 
chances of something going wrong were more like one in a million or one in ten million. 
      I have no idea where Mr. Buckley got those numbers. Perhaps he should tell the 
Commission. While he may not have meant to do so, I believe that his responses 
trivialized the legitimate concerns of the abutters and neighbors and the responsibilities of 
this Commission to protect the residents of Wrentham (and Pawtucket). This is not a  
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philosophical or hypothetical debate involving dancing angels. It has nothing to do with a 
small group of NIMBYs bound and determined to stop all development to preserve their                                                                             
nice view, as Mr. Buckley has previously suggested. Many letters to this Commission and 
the Planning Board make that clear. The objections, which I believe to be from more than 
100 households at this time, have come from throughout Wrentham, not just from the 
relatively small number of contiguous abutters. These projects do not even rise to the 
level of being controversial. Nobody wants them except the applicant. Other 
developments within a half-mile of the project sites have not been opposed. That is a 
matter of record.  
      If it happens to you, it’s not one chance in ten million, it’s one chance in one. 
Engineers are not infallible as to predicting the future. I fully respect their training and  
ability to apply current data, models and assumptions in making predictions. But when 
any of those inputs change, the output changes accordingly. Sometimes a small change in 
input (perhaps climate change), or a previously unconsidered input, creates a big change 
in the original predicted output. And water doesn’t always do what engineers think it 
should do. If it did, my backyard might not be flooded every year since Gold Street was 
laid out. If the “unexpected” happens here, what then? Who holds the bag? What is the 
real-world remedy and who pays for it? 

       *  I ask the Commission to consider a situation (article attached) that was reported in 
the press just within the last week. A Massachusetts construction company hired by the 
State of Rhode Island to rebuild the 6-10 connector in Providence has been charged by 
the Rhode Island Attorney General with illegally using nearly 5,000 tons of contaminated 
soil and stone on the project and lying about it after the fact. The contaminants included 
arsenic, polycyclic hydrocarbons, and known carcinogens. 
      Understanding that these are allegations at this time, they offer a cautionary tale for 
this Commission. Under its contract with the State of Rhode Island, the lead contractor 
had agreed to a plan that laid out standards for soil composition and containment. The 
plan required the contractor to meet specified health and safety standards for any soil it 
brought in to use as fill. The allegations are that, in violation of the agreement, the 
construction company brought in material from one untested site, and another site known 
to contain hazardous materials. The alleged illegal dumping was first reported by union 
construction workers on the site and confirmed through testing by the Rhode Island 
Department of Transportation and Department of Environmental Management. Further 
according to the allegations, when officials confronted the contractor about the source of 
the fill, he lied about its origins and provided fabricated certification that the material had 
been tested and met the agreed standards for use. The allegations continue that, after 
actual tests were carried out, it took two months before the lead contractor notified 
authorities that the soil was in fact contaminated, and in the meantime, the company 
continued to use the tainted fill. And further, that the lead contractor was ordered to 
remove the contaminated material, but misrepresented the amount that was used and 
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disposed of only six truckloads. (Fortunately, the contaminated fill appears to be buried in 
an environmentally inert location, and environmental officials have concluded that it 
would pose more of a threat to public health to remove it rather than leave it alone.) 
Apparently, the lead contractor and the parties that delivered the fill are now pointing 
fingers at each other, and the lead contractor is disputing the characterization of the soil 
and stone as “solid waste.” Protracted litigation seems likely. 
     The above example, if the allegations are true, answer any question as to “what could 
possibly go wrong?”  There was an agreed  protocol in place for testing, where the 
materials would come from, what standards of cleanliness would be met, and what 
documentation would be provided. And yet this is what is alleged to have happened. Is 
this a “one in a million, one in ten million” event? I strongly doubt that. But I do know 
that these proposed Wrentham fill sites are not environmentally inert. The consequences 
of something like the alleged situation in Providence happening on the Sheldon sites 
would be catastrophic. 
      I am not suggesting that the applicant or its team are intentionally misleading this 
Commission. I have been a licensed professional myself for 47 years and take that 
seriously, as I am sure they do. Many of the other Wrentham residents who have 
expressed concerns and objections are also licensed professionals, with years of training 
and experience in relevant subject areas. Having represented applicants myself for more 
years than I care to think about, I know that the job of the paid representative is to present 
the project in the light most favorable to the applicant, consistent with ethical obligations 
that come with the license. But, in our opinion, what is being proposed here is for all 
practical purposes an experiment, one never before conducted in Wrentham. There simply 
cannot be any guarantees given for such an experiment. I see no reason why this 
Commission or any other Board should allow the experiment to be conducted given the 
potential consequences, which are difficult to imagine in the worst case. If they do allow 
the experiment, it should only be done with the most stringent safeguards and enforceable 
guarantees in place so the applicant, and not the residents and taxpayers of Wrentham, 
will pay 100% if the experiment goes wrong. We certainly do not need another Madison 
Street situation, or worse, in West Wrentham. 
                                                                                                        
       Sincerely, 

                   -s- 

 _________________________   
Richard T. Rook                                                  
1170 West Street, Sheldonville, MA 
rooklaw@gmail.com 
enc. 

cc.  Wrentham Board of Health 
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The Providence Journal

Massachusetts construction company faces
criminal charges for using contaminated
soil on 6-10 road project

Thu, January 19, 2023, 5:09 AM EST · 5 min read

PROVIDENCE – The office of Attorney General Peter F.

Neronha on Wednesday charged the Massachusetts

company hired by the state to rebuild the 6-10 connector

with illegally using nearly 5,000 tons of contaminated soil

and stone on the $247-million road project, and lying about

it after the fact.

Barletta Heavy Division and Dennis Ferreira, the former

superintendent of the project for the Canton,

Massachusetts-based company, are each facing two counts

of illegal disposal of solid waste, one count of operating a

solid waste management facility without a license, and one

count of providing a false document to a public official.

The defendants are set to be arraigned in Superior Court,

Providence, on Feb. 1.

While some of the material containing hazardous

substances came from the Pawtucket/Central Falls

commuter rail station project, the bulk of it was trucked

across the state line from Massachusetts.

“In the end, it comes down to this: as alleged in the

information, Mr. Ferreira and Barletta Heavy Division used

the 6-10 site as an environmental dumping ground,”

Neronha said at a news conference Wednesday morning.

“Not only for Rhode Island waste. Worse, they made Rhode

Island a dumping ground for Massachusetts waste.”

- ADVERTISEMENT -

In response to the filing, Barletta said it violated no

criminal laws and described the charges as baseless "both

legally and factually."

"Barletta intends to fight these charges vigorously and is

confident that it will prevail and restore its impeccable

reputation once the facts are fully and accurately

presented in court," the company said in a statement.

The charges in state court follow a separate investigation

by the office of U.S. Attorney Zachary A. Cunha that

resulted in criminal charges being leveled against Ferreira

in federal court for making false statements and in

Barletta paying $1.5 million in civil penalties for its part in

the scheme. Ferreira, who was fired from his job at

Barletta, pleaded guilty on Dec. 14 to three counts of

making a false statement in connection with a federally-

funded highway project and is set to be sentenced on

March 16.

The federal and state cases centered upon the use in the

summer of 2020 of backfill that Barletta improperly

trucked in from other projects it was working on to the 6-

10 location. After workers complained that the company

was disposing of hazardous materials on the site, Local 57

of the International Union of Operating Engineers, whose

members drove bulldozers and other heavy machinery at

the site, tested soil samples and found toxins at

unacceptable levels.

The union notified the state Department of Transportation

and the Department of Environmental Management of its

findings. The DOT followed up with tests of its own and

also found levels of contaminants, including carcinogens,

above regulatory limits.

Under its contract with the state for the project that got

underway in 2018, Barletta had agreed to a plan that laid

out standards for soil composition and containment. The

plan required the company to meet those health and

safety standards with any soil it brought in to use as fill.

In violation of the agreement, Barletta brought in material

from two other projects of which it was the lead

contractor. The fill included untested stone from a train

station project in Jamaica Plain in Boston that was later

discovered to be contaminated and soil from the

Pawtucket/Central Falls rail station project that the

company knew contained hazardous substances.

Previous tests of the Pawtucket/Central Falls station site,

which had been used as a rail yard for nearly 150 years,

had confirmed the presence of arsenic, as well as

polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, or PAHs, a class of

chemicals that occur in coal, crude oil and gasoline. At

Ferreira’s direction, Barletta had 52 truckloads, or 1,114

tons, of material delivered from the site. Another 93

truckloads, totaling 3,460 tons, were brought in from

Jamaica Plain.

According to both the state and federal criminal

complaints against him, when officials confronted Ferreira

about the source of the fill, he lied about its origins and

provided a false certification that it had been tested and

met the standards for use.

After actual tests were carried out, it took two months

before Barletta notified authorities that the soil was in

fact contaminated, Neronha said. In the meantime, the

company continued to use the tainted fill.

Neronha said Barletta was ordered to remove the

contaminated material, but misrepresented the amount

that was used and disposed of only 6 truckloads, or about

130 tons, as directed, at the Central Landfill in Johnston.

In its statement, Barletta disputed the characterization of

the soil and stone at issue as "solid waste" and that the

deliveries of soil from the Pawtucket/Central Falls rail

project and from Massachusetts were overseen solely by

Ferreira "without the authorization or knowledge of

Barletta."

Neronha credited Sgt. Sheila Paquette, of the DEM’s

Division of Law Enforcement, who led the investigation,

and staff with his office who are prosecuting the case.

He said the contaminated material is buried within the

Route 6-10 project site and currently poses no public

health hazard. There are no plans to try it remove it.

“From talking to the environmental experts here, the

consensus is to try and dig up and remove the materials at

this point would pose more of a threat to public health

than simply leaving them there,” Neronha said.

This article originally appeared on The Providence Journal:
Neronha charges Mass. firm for using tainted fill in 6-10
project
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Mass. company accused of dumping thousands of
tons of contaminated fill says charges are baseless
A Massachusetts construction company charged with
illegally dumping thousands of tons of contaminated fill in
Rhode Island during a highway construction project says it…
has done nothing wrong

WFXT

Mass. firm charged with illegally dumping
contaminated fill
A Massachusetts construction company and a former
employee have been charged with illegally dumping
thousands of tons of contaminated fill in Providence during…
a highway construction project, the Rhode Island attorney
general’s office said Wednesday.

AAA Says Not To Buy These Cars No Matter What
Here are the 10 least reliable cars, counting down to the car
with the lowest reliability score (out of 100)

Miami Herald

A Florida congressman was on a ladder trimming
trees at home. Then he had an accident
Here’s what we know so far.

Business Insider

A passenger on a Celebrity cruise was indicted over
an alleged sexual assault involving a crew member
A grand jury has charged Daniel Farias, of Bloomington,
Minnesota, with the alleged sexual assault of a male crew
member on a cruise last August.

New Jersey Herald

The FBI and personal liberty: This is why Americans
should worry | Napolitano
Last week, the FBI admitted that it intentionally uses the CIA
and the NSA to spy on Americans. This is why we should
worry.

Prostate Problems: Try This 60-Second Ritual
Plenty of Men With An Enlarged Prostate Do Not Know
About This Simple Solution

KETV - Omaha Videos

Winter Storm Warning, heavy snow potential
Wednesday
Winter Storm Warning, heavy snow potential Wednesday

Associated Press

US hands over to Mexico suspect in missing
students case
U.S. authorities handed over a key suspect in the 2014
disappearance of 43 college students to Mexico, after the
man was caught trying to cross the border Dec. 20 without…
proper documents. Mexico’s National Immigration Institute
identified the man only by his first name, but a federal agent
later confirmed Thursday that he is Alejandro Tenescalco.
Tenescalco was a police supervisor in the city of Iguala,
where the students from a rural teachers college were
abducted by municipal police.
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This Growth Serum Is Restoring People’s Thinning
Strands to ‘The Best They’ve Ever Been’ & It’s on
Sale Until TomorrowWe spoke with a hair expert on how it works.

Lemon Alert: 32 New Cars To Avoid At All Costs !
Make sure you're getting the most out of your car buying
budget and avoid these 32 models.
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China Wants to Be the OPEC of Renewables, but
There’s Competition
A new surge of European government spending will boost
the manufacturing of solar panels, wind turbines, and other
renewable-energy equipment.

The Conversation

Kicking off the new year by cleansing your body
with a detox diet? A dietitian unpacks the science
behind these fadsA healthy diet – with plenty of fruits, vegetables and whole
grains – is one key to a healthy body. Oscar Wong/Moment
via Getty ImagesDetox diets are often touted as a way to…
cleanse the body after the excess food and drinks that come
with the holidays. These diets promise quick results and can
particularly entice people around the new year, when there
tends to be a renewed focus on health and lifestyle habits.
There are a few different types of detox diets: fasting, juice
cleanses, eating only

The New York Times

How COVID's Bitter Divisions Tarnished a Liberal
Icon
Jacinda Ardern explained her decision to step down as New
Zealand’s prime minister Thursday with a plea for
understanding and rare political directness — the same…
attributes that helped make her a global emblem of anti-
Trump liberalism, then a target of the toxic divisions
amplified by the coronavirus pandemic. Ardern, 42, fought
back tears as she announced at a news conference that she
would resign in early February before New Zealand’s election
in October. Sign up for The Morning newsletter fr

ComCast Internet Providers prices for seniors
Low Rates Might Explain Why Cable & Internet Packages for
Seniors Are Popular

TheStreet.com

Ford Lost a Multibillion-Dollar Deal Over Right-Wing
Governor's 'Communism' Fears
Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin claims pursuing a partnership in
the state is taking a chance with Marxism.

Miami Herald

Arrested Miami-Dade officer accused of pointing
gun at ex-boyfriend’s head, police say
Miami-Dade police officer Laquandra Luster has been with
the department since 2019.

Motley Fool

What the Smartest Investors Know About Warner
Bros. Discovery's Stock
Warner Bros. Discovery (NASDAQ: WBD) has had a tough
time competing in the streaming space against industry
giants like Netflix (NASDAQ: NFLX) and Walt Disney (NYSE:…
DIS). Where Netflix and Walt Disney have subscription video-
on-demand (SVOD) subscriber numbers in the hundreds of
millions, at last count, Warner Bros. Discovery had just under
95 million across its HBO Max and Discovery+ platforms.
Warner Bros. Discovery made a lot of headlines over the last
year for cutting its head count, pulling existing content like
Westworld and The Nevers from HBO Max, and shutting
down movie and TV projects such as Batgirl and Snowpiercer.

Always Put A Crayon In Your Wallet When Traveling
I was all set for my trip, or so I thought. That's when my
friend told me to place a crayon in my wallet when traveling.
The reason is quite clever.
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Good Samaritan finds missing 10-year-old, helps
reunite him with his mom
Atlanta police are asking for the public’s help to find a 10-
year-old, believed to be suffering a crisis, who ran away from
Hughes Spalding Children’s Hospital early Tuesday morning.

USA TODAY

Golden State Warriors star Steph Curry thanks
Biden for Brittney Griner's safe return
During his visit to the White House with the Golden State
Warriors, Steph Curry thanked President Joe Biden for
helping to bring Brittney Griner home.

The Daily Beast

Ana Walshe’s Hubby Used Son’s iPad to Google ‘How
Long Before a Body Starts to Smell’
NBC10/TwitterThe husband of missing Massachusetts mom
Ana Walshe took his son’s iPad and began a series of chilling
Google searches in the early morning hours of Jan. 1,…
prosecutors said at his arraignment Wednesday.The searches
included “How long before a body starts to smell?” “10 ways
to dispose of a body if you really need to,” “How long does
DNA last,” “How to clean blood from wooden floors,” among
others. Another search asked whether a body can be
identified from “broken teeth.”Brian Walsh

28 Cars That Get Returned Immediately Most Often
Scroll down for a useful list of cars, trucks and SUVs that
people got rid of before their first year.

Knox News | The Knoxville News-Sentinel

Tennessee's Dunford Hall to be torn down. Its
namesake was a leader of postwar growth
As UT prepares to tear down old dorms, we look back at “a
wise counselor, an inspirational leader, and a genuine friend
of young people.”

The Guardian

Ohio Republicans quietly enact ‘alarming’ new
voting restrictions
Law puts Ohio among states with strictest voter ID rules and
will make it harder for elderly people, the disabled and the
poor to vote

Portsmouth Herald

Ex-Kennebunk police officer pleads not guilty to
sexual abuse charges
The former Kennebunk officer, 71-year-old Andrew Belisle,
was indicted in December on two counts of sexual abuse of a
minor.
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